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III.B.2.N.a.200.  SYMPHORICARPOS OREOPHILUS SHRUBLAND ALLIANCE 
Mountain Snowberry Shrubland Alliance 
III. Shrubland 

SYMPHORICARPOS OREOPHILUS / POA PRATENSIS SEMI-NATURAL SHRUBLAND [PROVISIONAL]  

Mountain Snowberry / Kentucky Bluegrass Semi-natural Shrubland 

ELEMENT CONCEPT 
GLOBAL SUMMARY:  This association has only been described from Zion NP.  Until further inventory is 
completed there is no global information. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION 
USFWS Wetland System: Not Applicable 

Zion National Park Environment:  This association occurs in depressions or gentle drainages of the undulating 
plateau at 7800 feet. Soil texture is clay loam. Low-intensity prescribed fire in the spring of 1999 impacted this area. 

Global Environment:  This association has only been described from Zion NP.  Until further inventory is 
completed there is no global information. 

VEGETATION DESCRIPTION 
Zion National Park Vegetation:  Symphoricarpos oreophilus is widespread in Oak Valley and Lower Kolob 
Plateau as an understory species. Here, it is the dominant species in the short-shrub layer with 30% cover. Charred 
stems of Artemisia nova are abundant at the site due to the recent prescribed fire. No live Artemisia nova shrubs are 
present in the plot sampled, but they are present in unburned areas nearby. Total herbaceous cover is 30%. Poa 
pratensis dominates with 20% cover. Other graminoids present are Pascopyrum smithii, Elymus repens, and 
Achnatherum lettermanii. Forbs present include Lathyrus brachycalyx, Lupinus argenteus, Artemisia campestris, 
Mentha X piperita, Penstemon spp., Mertensia arizonica, Eriogonum racemosum, Tragopogon dubius, and Achillea 
millefolium. 

Global Vegetation:  This association has only been described from Zion NP.  Until further inventory is completed 
there is no global information. 

Global Dynamics:  Information not available. 

MOST ABUNDANT SPECIES 
Zion National Park 
Stratum Species 
SHORT SHRUB Symphoricarpos oreophilus 
GRAMINOID Poa pratensis 
FORB Lathyrus brachycalyx 

Global 
Stratum Species 
Information not available. 

CHARACTERISTIC SPECIES 
Zion National Park 
Stratum Species 
SHORT SHRUB Symphoricarpos oreophilus 
GRAMINOID Pascopyrum smithii, Poa pratensis 

Global 
Stratum Species 
Information not available. 
 
GLOBAL SIMILAR ASSOCIATIONS: 
Information not available. 
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GLOBAL STATUS AND CLASSIFICATION COMMENTS 

Global Conservation Status Rank:  G?. 

Global Comments:  Information not available. 

ELEMENT DISTRIBUTION 
Zion National Park Range:  This association was sampled in Oak Spring Valley in the Guardian Angels 
quadrangle of Zion National Park and has been observed scattered infrequently across the Lower Kolob Plateau. 

Global Range:  This association has currently only been described from Zion NP in southwestern Utah. 

Nations:  US 

States/Provinces: UT 

ELEMENT SOURCES 
Zion National Park Inventory Notes:  Plots: 90 
Classification Confidence: 3     Identifier: CEGL002951 
REFERENCES:  None available. 
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